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A Preliminary Study on Contracts and
Deeds of Catholic Archdiocese of
Nanking

Hsien-fang Chou’

Abstract

This essay’s primary materials come from the “Contracts and Deeds
of Catholic Archdiocese of Nanking” in the University History Office of
Fu Jen Catholic University, a collection of contracts and deeds that range
from 1741 to 1949. There are about 5,000 items, most of them are land
contracts, including 557 items completed digital archives in website
publicly. From late Qing to early Min, Catholic Archdiocese of
Nanking included the Nanking City and Jiangyin County that amounted

to 18 counties.

The Contracts and Deeds of Catholic Archdiocese of Nanking are
divided into normal deeds and special deeds. The former that we can
research white deed, red deed, official deed and certificate how to match,

example unofficial deeds was attached to official deed. The latter that we

* Professor, Department of History, Fu Jen Catholic University.
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can research signing a contract by agreement, the change of name,
patriarchal clan, ancestral idea, clan dispute, buying land and selling
land, character of church, how to use the currency value, donating the
land. The Contracts and Deeds of Catholic Archdiocese of Nanking that
we can research into popular religion, society, economic, law, women,

etc., to understand extensively history of the common people.

Key Words: Catholic Archdiocese of Nanking, Contracts & Deeds,

Certificates, Catholic Church
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